Correcting for difficulties the agency encountered during the severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) epidemic, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC, Atlanta, GA) is [proposing changes to its control](http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dq/nprm/index.htm) of communicable disease rules to improve contact tracing, expand reporting of ill passengers on interstate and international flights, and respond quickly with medical interventions in quarantine situations. CDC is taking comments on the updates until Jan 30, 2006.

The proposed rule makes substantial changes in the definition of an ill passenger to include a fever of 38°C or higher, which has persisted for at least 48 hours, or which is accompanied by an additional symptom such as rash, cough, or loss of consciousness.

Passenger carriers are charged with a number of items to improve the efficiency of contact tracing; for example, international carriers will be required to maintain passenger contact information for 60 days after arrival by ship or air from an international site and to have the ability to transmit the information electronically to the CDC upon request. "We have built in a transition period of 2 years for the airline industry time to establish a system to collect, store, and transmit passenger data", Ram Koppaka from CDC\'s Division of Global Migration and Quarantine told *TLID*.

In addition, air carriers that travel domestically are asked to report any ill passenger on their flights to the CDC quarantine station; in the past, federal regulations mandated reporting to the local health department serving the jurisdiction. "We have elected to place one physician per quarantine station at the 18 airport locations; these stations are in close proximity to the international arrival gates so that staff can work side-by-side with immigration and customs", Koppaka says.

Also, the agency has outlined the steps that would follow a quarantine response, including specific due process provisions; for example, written notification with a rationale provided for quarantine and an opportunity for the passenger to file a dispute.

There is an initial outlay in putting these measures in place. "Our research of the economic impact of quarantine in Canada during the SARS epidemic indicates that quarantine is not only a life-saving measure, but also a cost-savings measure", Cheryl Moyer (Global REACH, University of Michigan School of Medicine, Ann Arbor, MI, USA) told *TLID*.
